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Abstract  

 
This research will discuss climate change, which causes national security threats to several countries. To 

tackle climate change, the United States ratified the Paris Agreement 2015, but in 2017 the United States 

left the agreement. The position of the United States is important because it is both an emitter and a cause 

of climate change. So that climate change influences the national security of the United States. This study 

was analyzed using the concept of safety and environmental safety. The idea of security used to analyze 

the threats caused by climate change to the United States national security threats, and the concept of 

environmental protection is to analyze the ecological crisis as a threat because it is no longer able to 

sustain human life. This research method with qualitative methods and data collection techniques through 

a literature study. The results of this study, based on the findings of climate change as a threat to the 

United States, can have an impact on health, food availability, requests, and coastal areas. It also 

disrupted military bases and operations in several international and domestic sectors. 
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. Background 

 

Environmental degradation does not recognize national borders. Therefore 

ecological problems in a country can have direct or indirect impacts on many countries 

(Bakry 2017: 278). The result was a direct impact on neighboring Malaysia, Singapore, 

and Thailand expos to haze for months. The indirect implications can befall the whole 

world, considering that tropical forests in Indonesia are one of the "lungs" of the world. 

Regarding this matter, a country can no longer assume that environmental problems are 

only internal problems, but all countries must work together to create ecological 

security (Bakry 2017: 278). 

Any amount of carbon gas emissions can have a meteorological influence and 

impact, which means not only an environmental problem but a global problem. The use 

of transportation that produces carbon emissions and factories contributes to pollution 

that spread throughout the world, which also triggers climate change through the 

greenhouse effect. Another problem is the use of Cloro Floro Carbon (CFC), which is 

local but can cause the ozone layer to thin out and even be hollow in Antarctica and 

Africa. The use of CFC, which is locally and feels small, actually causes an influence 

on the global environment (Attfield 2010: 21). The countries with the highest carbon 

emissions are China, the United States, the European Union, India, Russia, Japan, 

Germany, South Korea, Canada, and Indonesia (CNN Indonesia 2015).  

The Intergovernmental Panel On Climate Change (IPCC) states that 95% of the 

causes of climate change are human-based. Therefore it is essential for immediate 

progressive action, but studies conducted by the IPCC did not get a severe response, 

especially the largest emitter countries (WALHI 2015: 25). The World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) report shows that carbon dioxide reached a record high with a 

CO2 concentration of 403.3 parts per million (ppm) in 2016, up from 400 pp, in 2015. 

That is indicated by industrialization activities that began in 1750, which supported by 

growth factors and the use of fossil fuels (CNN Indonesia 2017) 

The United States has responded to climate change differently. During President 

Barack Obama's administration, the United States ratified the Paris Agreement 2015, 

which contained efforts to tackle climate change (Reuters 2016). The contradiction 

occurred after Donald John Trump replaced the United States. During the 

administration of Trump, the United States announced the withdrawal of the Paris 

climate agreement in 2015, which had been ratified by the previous government (BBC 

News 2017). 

The exit of the United States has implications for the target of reducing global 

temperatures below 2 degrees celsius will be increasingly difficult. Because the United 

States is the second-largest emitter country globally and at that time promised to reduce 

emissions 26-28 percent below the 2005 emission level in 2025. The Climate Interactive 

team from MIT, in its analysis, stated without the participation of the United States, the 

global temperature would be 0.3 degrees higher end of the century. The U.S. 

contribution to total global emission reduction reached 21 percent (IESR 2017). 

The departure of the United States from the 2015 Paris Agreement will affect its 

global and domestic security threats. Bearing in mind that environmental problems are 

joint problems, which must deal with together. Climate change as a national security 

threat stated by Synder: "In the context of the era of threats. Threats to security can 
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come from other issues, such as environmental degradation, resource depletion, disease, 

forced migration, and organized transnational crime. Also, security can come from a 

balance of all instruments of foreign policy." he explained that security threats could 

come from anywhere, including environmental degradation (Winarno 2014: 5). 

Threats to individuals and countries due to climate change occur in various 

sectors, ranging from drought and floods that cause crop failure or other disasters. 

Pollution can interfere with breathing, disease outbreaks, and decreased world food 

availability (Senthilingam 2016). Security threats from climate change will occur 

migration, the World Bank, in its report, states that the impact of climate change will 

force 140 million people in the world to move from their countries by 2050. Based on a 

review of three developing regions in the world, Africa, sub-Saharan, South Asia, and 

American Latin. Residents who migrate due to climate change are called climate 

migrants. They are people who leave their territory due to water scarcity, crop failure, 

sea-level rise, and storms (Kompas International 2018). 

The United States, as one of the global emitters with the exit from the Paris 

Agreement 2015, has implications from the threat of climate change on global security. 

Previous research from Aron Saad (2018), who wrote a journal titled "Pathways of 

Harm: The Consequences of Trump's Withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement." 

The study tries to explain the possible consequences of climate change handling on the 

release of the United States from the Paris Agreement, namely, first, the continued use 

of fossil fuels. Second, slowing efforts to tackle climate change. Third, there is 

resistance at the international level regarding the future of policies dealing with climate 

change. Fourth, funding for countries vulnerable to the effects of climate change will 

cancel (Saad 2018). 

Other research of the  Paris Agreement 2015 from the writings of Christopher J. 

Rhodes (2017) with the title "U.S. withdrawal from the COP21 Paris Climate Change 

Agreement and Its Possible Implication." The study tries to explain the exit of the 

United States from the Paris Agreement because Trump was elected President of the 

United States from the Republican party, which rejected the Clean Power Plan proposal 

submitted by Obama as the previous President of the United States. As for the 

consequences of the withdrawal of the United States followed by other countries, 

because with the postponement of efforts to deal with climate change by world 

countries, there will be global warming of more than 2 degrees Celsius. It also fears that 

the Paris Agreement 2015 will repeat with previous agreements that have terminated, 

such as the Marrakech Agreement stalled (Rhodes 2017). 

Furthermore, research from Qimin Chai, et al. on the title "The gap report of 

global climate change mitigation, finance, and governance after the United States 

declared its withdrawal from the Paris Agreement." The study seeks to explain its 

evaluation of the three central deficits with the release of the United States of the Paris 

Agreement, namely in terms of mitigation, climate finance, and climate governance. In 

terms of reduction, it will be challenging to implement climate policies that can reduce 

8.8-13.4% of global emissions. The United States naturally gets a 40% burden on global 

emissions, with the exit from the Paris Agreement, the E.U. receives a more substantial 

burden to 70%. In terms of funding, the withdrawal of the United States from the Paris 

Agreement will worsen the existing climate funding mechanism. The United States 

influences global climate governance. During COP21 in Paris, America had an essential 

role in joint commitments with other developing countries, namely with 79 African 
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countries and the Caribbean and South Pacific. The exit of the United States influences 

other countries to participate in dealing with climate change (Chai et.all, 2017). 

Another study is from Zhang Hai-Bin, et.all (2017) with the title "The U.S. With 

the withdrawal from the Paris Agreement: Reasons, Impacts, and China's Response," 

this study describes the reasons for the United States leaving the Paris Agreement and 

the impact and response from China. One reason for the exit of the United States is 

Trump's proximity to its industrial entrepreneurs using fossil fuels, and this industry 

influences the politics of Trump and the Republican Party. Trump himself is skeptical 

of climate change. Trump rejects Obama's philosophy, which states that the ratification 

of the Paris agreement will strengthen the United States, and vice versa Trump said that 

confirmation would weaken the United States. The impact of the exit of the United 

States is that as a stable country, the leadership of the U.S., European Union, and China 

is essential to make other countries comply with the Paris agreement. China, which is at 

the same time as America, now lives alone in leading the control of climate change, but 

it is a challenge for China. As for the response that should be done by China, China 

must respond to the collective leadership call on global climate governance together in 

partnership with the European Union, India, Brazil, and South Africa (Zhang et al. 

2017). 

This study is different from previous research that this study discusses the exit of 

the United States from the Paris Agreement 2015 and its specific impact on the national 

security of the United States. Previous research only examines the effects of climate 

change caused globally. In contrast, in this study, the impact of climate change is a 

threat to the national security of the United States. Given the risks that come from 

various objects, and the state must protect its citizens from various external threats, in 

this case, from climate change issues that can affect national security. The expansion of 

the meaning of security in the contemporary era understands security not only from the 

military sector but from the degradation of environmental issues that can use as a threat 

to a country. President Obama, in his annual address to Congress, stated that climate 

change is the biggest threat to future generations (PBS News 2015). 

It is interesting to study the impact of climate change on a country's national 

security threats. Previous research has not yet explained the danger of climate change to 

the national security of the United States. The impact of climate change is not only to 

one region but to the entire world, including the United States. Thus the United States 

coming out of the Paris Agreement 2015 undirectly threatens its national security. For 

this reason, this research will look at the forms of threats that result from climate change 

in the United States. 

 

1.2. Research Question 

 

 Based on the background description, it is interesting to study about the United 

States as one of the global emitters out of the Paris Agreement 2015, with its release 

making climate change a global and domestic problem as well as a national security 

threat to the United States. It is a question for the author, "how does the influence of the 

United States get out of Paris Agreement 2015 on the national security of the United 

States?" 

 

1.3. Objectives and Purposes 
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 This study aims to determine the effect of the exit of the United States from 

the Paris Agreement 2015 on its national security. As is known, the United States 

contributes the second carbon emissions in the world, with the exit from the Paris 

Agreement 2015 has an impact on the environment and thus has implications for 

national security. 

Theoretically, it expects to be able to contribute to the study of the science of 

International Relations, especially regarding environmental security that can influence 

the national security of the United States. Practically, it hopes that this will use as a 

reference for policymakers in analyzing environmental issues, that ecological safety is 

essential for maintaining internal security. 

 

2. Literature Review  

 

2.1. National Security and Environmental Safety 

 

National security generally defines as the basic need to protect and safeguard 

the national interests of a nation and state by using political, economic, and military 

forces to face threats both at home and abroad. National security can also interpret as 

the need to preserve and maintain the existence of the state through economic, military, 

and political forces and the development of diplomacy (Darmono et.all, 2010: 9). 

National security emerges along with the state's efforts to create security for 

everything in its territory. In simple terms, national security understood as a condition 

for the physical protection of the country from external threats, which in its 

development, national security can also get threats from its internal (Rachmat, 2015: 7). 

According to Wolfers in the book, Perwita & Yani (2017) defines security 

"Security, in any objective sense, measures the absence of threats to acquired values and 

in a subjective sense, the absence of fear that such values will tack." He explained that 

security is the absence of threats from various objects. Traditionally, the concept of 

security so far has only referred to the nature of risks that are military and focus on 

aspects of the state (Perwita & Yani, 2017: 121). Scholars of International Relations 

argue that the concept of security dominant by the Realism community, which says the 

idea of security as a condition. That is free from military threats or the ability of a 

country to protect the nation-state from military attacks originating from its external 

environment (the absence of military threat or with the protection of the nation from 

external overthrow or invasion) (Perwita, 2008: 6). 

The concept of security itself needs to know from various dimensions, and the 

following can be described differences in the approach of traditional and non-traditional 

security concepts based on proportion in the table: 

 
Tabel 1. Difference between Traditional dan non-traditional Security Concept 

 

 Traditional Non-Traditional 

 (Origin of threats) Rival State Non-states: domestic 

dan transnasional 
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 (Nature of threats) CA Non Military: 

Economic, domestic 

politic, environment, 

terrorism, infectious 

diseases, Narcotic 

 (The response) Military Non-military: 

economic 

liberalization, 

democratization, 

human rights 

 (the responsibility for 

providing security) 

States States, International 

Organizations, 

Individual 

 (Core Values) National 

independence, 

territorial integrity, 

sovereignty 

Economic well-being 

Human Rights 

protection of the 

environment. 
Source: Perwita, 2008:14 

 

Perwita sees that there are five dimensions, namely Pratama, the proportion of 

"The origin of threats" from the origin of the threat, traditional security is when the 

danger comes from an opposing country. That is when there is a cold war between 

states. Non-traditional security usually comes from primordial countries such as 

ethnicity, culture, and religion, which manifest in communal conflicts, non-state actors, 

namely from environmental conditions that are experiencing degradation. The second 

dimension, "the nature of threats," is the nature of threats, if the traditional character of 

the danger is the military capability or the capacity of a country. The non-traditional 

security nature of the risk can be in the form of economic, socio-cultural, 

environmental, and even other issues such as democracy and human rights.  

The third dimension, namely "Changing response," traditional security that is 

looking at the response to the problems that were born answers that appear 

violent/military. When the answer is non-military liberalization, economics, 

democratization, or human rights, it is called non-traditional security. The fourth 

dimension, "Changing responsibility of security. The last dimension is the "core values 

of security," traditional safety seen from the party responsible if the state as well as non-

traditional security that is responsible for the country, organization, international, 

individual. The last dimension is "core values of security." If the value of security 

regarding national independence, territory integrity, sovereignty is traditional security. 

Non-traditional security is when the values human rights, democracy, protection of the 

environment, and efforts to fight transnational crime, whether narcotics trade, money 

laundering, and terrorism (Perwita, 2008: 11-14). 

The shift in the meaning of the concept of security makes the concept of 

environmental protection in this study used to see the threat from the environment on 

national security. Barry Buzan, in his book Winarno (2014), shares the concept of 

security not only in the military but also in political, economic, socio-cultural, and 

environmental protection. In particular, the protection of the environment he stated 

environmental security includes the maintenance of the local environment as a 

significant supporter of the human environment (Winarno, 2014: 16). 
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The United Nations (U.N.) Security Council in 2007 released environmental 

degradation as a security issue. The negative impacts arising from climate change have 

the potential to affect regional and domestic instability when it coincides with ethnic, 

cultural, political, or economic issues. For example, territorial modifications caused by a 

rise in sea custody have the potential to afflict border disputes or sea zone divisions. 

The scientists gave their opinion on the assumption that land, water resources would 

gradually become more scarce in the coming years, this would then have the potential 

for conflict because of fighting over available resources (United Nations Security 

Council. 2007). 

Perwita and Yani (2017) suggested that military security turned into non-

military. The issue of global environmental threats is starting to come to attention and 

perceive as a common threat by countries in the world, individuals, and non-

governmental organizations (NGOs). Ecological damage also considers causing 

widespread conflicts such as war, terrorism, or diplomatic trade disputes. Some experts 

think that climate change is causing instability and then causing the war. Most of those 

affected by climate change is detrimental to developing countries. Conflicts often occur 

with disputes with other countries, tribal clashes, population conflicts and riots (Perwita 

& Yani, 2017: 130-131) 

It based merely on exposure to national security, which means no threat from 

other countries as well as from non-countries and the environment. The security that 

experiences an expansion of meaning makes the environment an effort that must be 

maintained by the state for survival stability. Environmental degradation that occurs 

threatens the fulfillment of human survival needs. If it cannot meet, it will cause conflict 

or even threaten other national securities, be it political, economic, socio-cultural 

aspects. 

Environmental security is used in this study to see the threat of climate change 

and ecological degradation that has an impact on the national security of the United 

States. United States national security to ensure the fulfillment of its domestic needs and 

a sense of security for its citizens, for example, threats from climate migrants, or rising 

sea levels. The exit of the United States from the 2015 Paris Agreement threatened 

environmental security and, at the same time, jeopardized national security. 

 

3. Research Method 

 

 This study uses qualitative non-numerical research methods and emphasizes 

data collection and analysis. Qualitative research often relies on conclusions that are 

inductive (Boejoe, 2009: 15). Qualitative research methods have several types, one of 

which is descriptive-interpretation type; the writer uses the technique, namely data and 

phenomena that are obtained and then interpreted and concluded by the author to 

answer the research problem (Lamont, 2005: 30). Qualitative research chose to see the 

purpose of this study to understand the phenomenon of the effects of climate change 

and the exit of the United States from the 2015 Paris Agreement affecting national 

security. That is the data collection technique with primary data sources.  

Primary sources were obtained from the United States Embassy of Indonesia for 

Indonesia and in the form of official website documents of the Obama Whitehouse 

archives when governing. Materials in the form of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) reports and United States Department of 

Defense documents. Secondary data researchers obtained from collecting documents 
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and data archives in the form of articles, magazines, websites, government publications, 

as well as relevant prior research. 

 

4. Result and Discussion 

 

4.1. Climate Change as a Security Threat 

 

The concept of security has expanded the meaning of not only the state also the 

environment so that non-traditional security is categorized. Environmental damage can 

lead to conflict, disputes, civil disputes, and riots (Perwita & Yani, 2017: 130). It was 

considering the definition of security, the state's physical protection conditions from 

external threats, both in the form of environmental risks. 

Buzan also said that security is related to survival. Something that threatens the 

continuation of a unit, whether it is a particular collective or a principle that own, will 

be seen as a threat. So Buzan divides security into five dimensions, including the 

environment (Perwita & Yani, 2017: 130). 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Article 

1, part 2 of the 1992 UNFCCC, defines climate change, which means a change of 

climate which attributes directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the 

composition of the global atmosphere of your atmosphere. Which also to natural climate 

variability observed over comparable periods (Wijoyo, 2012: 16). The cause of climate 

change is its industrialization activities releasing greenhouse gases, which consequently 

increases the earth's temperature so that climate change occurs (Winarno, 2014: 135). 

Another problem is the use of Cloro Floro Carbon (CFC) found in A.C., which is local 

but can cause the ozone layer to thin out and even be hollow in Antarctica and Africa. 

The use of CFC, which is locally and feels small, actually causes an influence on the 

global environment (Attfield, 2010: 21). 

The impact of climate change can have implications for various sectors, ranging 

from drought and floods that cause crop failure or other disasters. Pollution can interfere 

with breathing, disease outbreaks, and decreased world food availability (Senthilingam 

2016). Climate change has an impact on world food availability due to prolonged 

drought and the intensity of rain that has failed to harvest. Harvest failure caused hunger 

(DW.Com, 2016). 

The threat of climate change, which can damage the environment and security 

threats, creates a conflict of power between countries regionally and globally that can 

affect instability (Perwita & Yani, 2017: 130). The danger was as stated by the New 

Zealand Government, which released a statement on defense policy that indicated 

climate change as the most significant national security threat. New Zealand's concern 

because the Pacific region, which is geostrategically vulnerable to the effects of climate 

change, has become a struggle for many, especially the strengthening of China's 

influence. The Pacific region, which is susceptible to the impact of climate change, 

makes countries want to work together to tackle climate change, including China. 

Climate change sees as a trigger for China to increase its influence in the South Pacific 

and can damage regional stability. China, as one of the donors of climate change 

prevention efforts. Samoa's Prime Minister, Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi, in 

November commented that Australia and America must do and follow China's lead in 
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the Pacific region in preventing climate change. The New Zealand Government is 

concerned about regional instability, and therefore climate change is a threat to national 

security (Coverage 6 2018). 

According to the National Climate Assessment report in 2018, climate change 

has exacerbated civil unrest, war, and sent migrants out of their countries. About 13 

million Americans are estimated to be able to migrate from their homes because it 

expects to cause a sea-level rise of 6 feet by 2100. In 2013 in the Philippines when 

Typhoon Haiyan pushed 4 million people out of their homes six months later, more than 

200 thousand of them still live in temporary shelters. Houston in August 2017, 

Hurricane Harvey flooded and turned off the electricity for hundreds of thousands of 

Teas residents. Around 32,000 people forced into housing. Whereas in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, climate change thought to be the most bird attacking the poorest parts of the 

world. Researchers expect long-term drought and extreme heat to trigger global mass 

migration from Sub-Saharan Africa to the North in the coming decades (Political Spy 

2018). 

Threats to security are no longer synonymous with state security, but also human 

security, including environmental protection. Climate change has a negative impact. A 

report from the medical journal The Lancet, states that the earth's temperature below 2 

degrees Celsius cannot cause climate change, which impacts on children's health 

including infectious diseases, air pollution, and malnutrition. Air pollution from fossil 

fuels and climate change that occur threatens the health of children starting from the 

womb. Dr. Mona Sarfaty, director of the climate and health program at the George 

Mason University Climate Change Communication Center who was involved in the 

report, said: "their hearts beat faster than adults and their breathing speed was higher 

than adults." Also, children who breathe clean air will affect lung function better (The 

New York Times, 2019). 

Environmental degradation that occurs is undoubtedly a security threat to living 

things in it, including individuals. The form of the danger of climate change as already 

explained. In essence, environmental degradation and scarcity of natural resources will 

trigger insecurity for the country and individuals. Climate change that occurs will also 

cause instability in the region. 

 

4.2. The Paris Agreement 2015 on the national security of the United States 
 

Industrial activities and exploitation of the environment that causes the 

temperature of the earth to rise and cause climate change have an impact on the lives of 

individuals and countries. The effect caused to various countries, a state can no longer 

assume that environmental problems are only internal problems, but all countries must 

work together to create ecological security (Bakry, 2017: 278). America As one of the 

global emitters has a responsibility to tackle climate change, and the following countries 

are contributors to global emissions: 
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Figure 1. Comparison of Developed and Developing Countries in Achieving the 2015 

Target for Reducing Carbon Emissions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Center for Global Development 2015. 

 

 Developed and developing countries in graph 1 explain the carbon emissions 

produced by these countries in the last year to 2015. The country is contributing to the 

world's most substantial carbon emissions in China, and the second position in the 

United States by 13%. (Center for Global Development 2015). 

Paris Agreement 2015 is one of the possible solutions in the framework of 

dealing with climate change. Compared to the Kyoto Protocol, the Paris Agreement 

2015 reflects broader participation and guarantees developed countries to remain 

committed to reducing their emissions by 2030 to maintain the earth's temperature 

below 2 degrees celsius. Following the principles of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change in 1992, which applies to all, and the aim of the 1992 

UNFCCC is to stabilize greenhouse gases to maintain the global climate system so as 

not to endanger. Draft Agreement compile by Ad Hoc Working Group on Durban 

Platform for Enhanced Action, namely the Paris Agreement 2015, has been successfully 

adopted by more than 156 countries. The success of this adoption is essential to follow 

up on the principle of applicability for all, compared to the Kyoto Protocol 

(Pramudianto 2016, 84). 

The attitude of the United States at COP 21 in Paris sees when President Obama 

proposed a 26-28 percent commitment to reduce carbon emissions from 2005 to 2025 

(Earth Institute 2015). Proof of his commitment to the United States President Obama 

along with China to take foreign policy to ratify the Paris Agreement 2015. The attitude 

of the United States to deal with climate change convey by Obama by stating: 

 
"...One of the reasons I ran for this office was to make sure that America does its 

part to protect this planet for future generations. Over the past seven and a half 

years, we've transformed the United States into a global leader in the fight against 

climate change. But this is not a fight that any one country, no matter how 

powerful, can take alone. That's why last December's Paris Agreement 2015 was 
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so important. Nearly 200 nations came together as — a strong, enduring framework 

to set the world on a course to a low-carbon future..." (The White House 2016). 

 

 In contrast to his successor, President Donald J. Trump, he declared to 

withdraw from the Paris Agreement, which had to ratify. The United States, as a global 

emitter in the official agreement of President Trump, announced that he would leave 

Paris Agreement 2015 on June 1, 2017, which officially carry out November 5, 2019, 

delivered by State Secretary Mike Pompeo (The Washington Post 2019). The reason is 

to burden the economy of his country, and Trump thinks the United States has made 

efforts to reduce carbon emissions following the economic growth of the United States. 

74% between 1970-2018. Reduction of 13% of greenhouse gas emissions from 2005-

2017, this happens along with the United States economy continues to grow, so he 

assumed no need to accept the Paris agreement (The Secretary of State 2019). 

Trump received support from within his country to get out of Paris. The 2015 

agreement obtained from the United States Congress of the Republican Party. The 

reason Parati Republik will accelerate economic growth. Also, partners campaigned for 

Trump to get donors from Baron Coal from Robert Murray, thus helping the coal 

industry to develop because during the 2015 Paris Agreement, increasing bankruptcy 

(2019 Foreign Policy). 

Trump release the United States national security strategy, and prioritized, "The 

first task of our government is for its people, for its citizens - to fulfill their needs, to 

guarantee their security, defend their rights, and seek the values of their needs." - 

President Donald J. Trump (United States Embassy and Consulate in Indonesia 2017) In 

the notes of the New National Security Strategy (NSS) eliminates the threat of a list of 

global change threats in national security strategies (Coverage 6 2017) 

 The disappearance of the threat of climate change as a threat to the national 

security of the United States indirectly threatens its national security. Given the security 

threats can be categorized as traditional and non-traditional. Trump does not understand 

the existence of non-traditional threats because of the origin of risks, core values, and 

those responsible are climate change is a threat to national security. Considering that 

national security is not only synonymous with the state and aggressive, but 

environmental integrity is one of the security threats. 

As for the forms of climate change threats, the United States Department of 

Defense released that climate change is a threat to the national security of the United 

States. Based on reports from the United States Department of Defense, climate change 

can have an impact on health, food availability, requests, and coastal areas. Health 

threats from climate change can range from malaria, jaundice to malnutrition. Threats to 

food availability from climate change result in disruption of agricultural productivity, 

which in turn leads to starvation. Climate change also impacts refugees on the 

availability of food and water supply, which is the cause of regional, international, and 

domestic migration and conflict. Coastal areas that are not separated are also affected 

due to rising sea levels, which will cause coastal areas to disappear (Defense Science 

Board 2011). 

 Climate change is declared a national threat supported by military and 

intelligence leaders, Samuel J. Locklear III, Commander of the U.S. Navy Pacific 
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Command stated: "Significant upheaval related to the Global warming" is probably the 

most likely thing that is going to happen ... that will cripple the safety of the 

environment, probably more than the other scenarios we all often talk about." the 

warming up of the planet will cripple environmental security. It will probably be worse 

than predicted. 

Meanwhile, Former Army Chief of Staff General Gordon Sullivan stated: 

"Climate change is a national security issue. We found that climate instability will lead 

to instability in geopolitics and the impact of American Military operations around the 

world. "The army staff stated that climate change is a national security issue which 

could disrupt the stability of geopolitics and would have an impact on U.S. military 

operations that need to interfere in it. Tom Ridge, a former Assistant to the President of 

Homeland Security and Secretary during President George W. Bush, stated: "The U.S. 

national security community, including leaders from the military, homeland security, 

and intelligence, understand that climate change is a national security threat ... They're 

not talking about whether or not it is happening - it is... They're talking about addressing 

the problem and protecting the American people. It's time Washington does the same. 

"Ridge stated that climate change agreed by the army and intelligence services was an 

issue that threatened national security (Climate Nexus 2015). Change threatens regional 

stability. The threat of climate change in the Arctic region will influence the leadership 

of the United States in the region. A recent hearing on "Adding Opportunities, 

Challenges, and Threats to the North Pole" at the U.S. Senate Committee's Security 

Subcommittee on Trade, Science, and Transportation sought to highlight the needs of its 

United States leadership at the North Pole, by seeing climate change as a threat national 

security with an emphasis on the strategic role of the U.S. Coast Guard.  

As an illustration of the threat of regional instability in January 2018, China 

declared itself a "North Pole state," and expressed its intention to build the "Polar Silk 

Road" from Shanghai to Hamburg. In 2017, China had three ice picks, one under 

construction, and a planned nuclear ice breaker. The development of Chinese domestic 

Arctic shipbuilding capabilities is significant. Russian President Vladimir Putin has 

stated that he sees the North Sea Route as "the key to the development of Russia's 

Arctic and regions in the East. Russia has also launched the first weapons icebreaker, 

which expects to commission in the next few years. Moreover, Russia has to mobilize 

increasingly aggressive behavior towards allies and partners in the northern United 

States (The Center for Climate and Security 2020). 

U.S. military and intelligence officials identify climate change as a security 

crisis. The Congress reaffirmed with the 2018 Defense Minority Act that climate change 

is a direct threat to the national security of the United States. National Intelligence 

Director James Clapper cites climate change as a driver of unexpected instability 

(Natural Resources Council of Maine 2018). China and Russia in the Arctic region 

affect regional instability, which triggers them in the area is climate change. Therefore, 

there is a need for strong state leadership to maintain regional stability. The exit of the 

United States contradicts the priorities of Trump's security strategy, which states the 

influence of the United States leadership in the world (U.S. Embassy and Consulate in 

Indonesia, 2017). 
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In 2017 the Western United States was affected by wildfires caused by extreme 

weather. Based on the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) report during 2017, 

there were more 71,499 forest fires, compared to 2016 with 65,575 forest fires. 

Especially in 2017, on September 2, due to scorching weather, there are several forest 

fires seen along the West Mountain and along the West Coast. Based on the NIFC 

report on September 6, 2017, 65 lights are taking place throughout the United States, all 

of which located in Western America. Fires on the Columbia River Gorge in Oregon 

spread smoke from the Pacific Northwest with cities such as Seattle and Portland. In 

Montana, 23 fires have burnt 400 thousand hectares, the largest being the Rice Ridge 

Fire that burned more than 100,000 hectares. Dry summers and extreme heat throughout 

the western United States are the reason for fires (Science & Information for a Climate-

Smart Nation 2017). 

The non-state nature of threats, and the responsibilities of the state, and core 

values are dimensions of environmental risks with the exit of the United States from the 

Paris Agreement 2015 globally slowing down global carbon emissions. The impact 

causes global warming and rising temperatures. Globally, the United States, as the 

second global emitter, will slow down efforts to reduce emissions below 2 degrees 

celsius. As a result, the earth's temperature will continue to decline and have an impact 

on the environmental crisis. The implications for climate funding will also affect 

because the United States is the leading supporter of $ 6.44 million per year or 20 

percent of UNFCCC operations. Thus the Paris Agreement's operational budget can be 

disrupted. And the operationalization of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) in conducting climate change studies can also influence (IESR 2017). 

The threat of climate change to the United States will lose the equivalent of 

eight million Grand Canyon national parks or 24 million hectares naturally between 

2001 and 2017 due to agricultural energy development, housing expansion, and other 

human factors. This condition enables the United States to be vulnerable to the effects 

of climate change. A study from Center American Progress entitled "How Much Nature 

Must Defend by America" reports strives to calculate land loss, which threatens the 

security of the United States from the worst effects of climate change and wildlife 

extinction (Coil 2019). 

The United States Armed Forces states that climate change is a double threat 

"multiple threats" that can threaten various sectors such as health, food availability, 

rising water, and political resilience. In the political area, countries that have weak 

political institutions will find it difficult to cope with drought, floods, and other natural 

disasters. Many who are affected by climate change are partners from the United States, 

namely the Middle East, Africa, and other regions. Vulnerable political resilience will 

cause social and political instability, ultimately endangering U.S. energy imports and 

other interests. Hunger caused by declining agricultural production will increase the risk 

of conflict, so the United States Armed Forces need to intervene to help the country, and 

that can cost the United States billions of dollars every year. Hunger caused by 

declining agricultural production will increase the risk of conflict so that the United 

States Armed Forces need to intervene to help the country, and this can cost the United 

States billions of dollars each year (Scripps Institution of Oceanography 2005). 
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National security threats as a result of climate change have an impact on U.S. 

military bases located in coastal areas due to sea-level rise and storm surges. The 

National Intelligence Council has identified United States installations that face a high 

risk of rising sea levels. The world's base, the Norfolk Naval Sation in Virginia which 

experiences tidal floods, with almost every day. When sea levels rise, several military 

facilities, including the Portsmouth Navy Shipyard and the Bath Iron Works, are 

calculated to have a high budgetary impact due to floods and storms. Rising costs place 

a burden on military personnel due to extreme weather, the charge of military personnel 

responsible for handling humanitarian crises and natural disasters, for example, the 

Pentagon, which mobilized 24,000 personnel for emergency response, disaster relief, 

and rebuilding efforts. Cost increases expect to increase as a result of climate change 

(Natural Resources Council of Maine, 2018). 

Sea level rises, and hurricanes have caused billions of dollars in economic 

damage. Storms can threaten coastal populations and infrastructure. From 2000-2009, 

the federal government spent $ 288.9 billion in assistance in handling hurricanes, up 

from $ 84.4 billion in the 1990s. Hurricane Sandy in 2012 killed 117 Americans and 

caused a $ 70 billion economy, and Hurricane Katrina killed 1,5,000 American fatalities 

in 2005, causing damage to a total of $ 135 billion. Climate change due to global 

warming caused by humans resulted in the melt of global ice sheets. That eventually 

increased sea level and will be even worse with the release of the United States from the 

Paris Agreement 2015 because efforts to reduce the earth's temperature are impossible 

to achieve (American Security Project, 2013). 

The higher risk is the presence of large-scale refugees due to climate change. 

The scarcity of natural resources and disasters caused by climate change forces 

individuals to migrate to other countries that can meet their needs. International 

Organization of Migration proposes three classifications of climate refugees. That is 

emergency migrants (people temporarily displaced due to sudden natural disasters), 

displaced people (people who currently affected by long-term impacts), and motivated 

migrants (People who try to avoid future environmental hazards). Conflicts will occur 

as a result of refugees who come, for example, primordial issues. Examples of the 

adverse effects of climate migration see as the best known is the conflict that existed in 

Dafur in Sudan in 2003. the battle is associated with the struggle for scarce resources, 

Syria's drought from 2006 to 2010 considers as one of the triggers that led to migration, 

civil unrest, and finally armed conflict (Environmental and Energy Study Institute 

2017). 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

The author concludes that with the departure of the United States from the 2015 

Paris Agreement, it has the consequences of threatening its national security. National 

security is, by definition, the absence of threats from other countries or from other 

aspects that disturb security. There is a contradiction in Trump's national security 

strategy that seeks to protect its citizens from any threat. Still, the United States came 

out of the Paris Agreement 2015, thus indirectly threatening national security because 

the Paris Agreement is an effort to protect the environment and each individual from the 

threat of global warming and change for all countries, including the United States. Thus 
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the United States of America should be present to guarantee its national security from 

various threats, including the negative impacts of climate change. The United States 

should not come out of the Paris Agreement 2015.  
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