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Abstract 

This study aims at scrutinizing the effectiveness of the 

utilization web-based learning platform, Edmodo in teaching 

academic writing to EFL learners. This study employed a 

mixed method approach on the fifth-semester students and 

confirmed that 10 students take part in this study.  A mixed 

method approach was utilized in this study which applied 

questionnaires to gain quantitative data. Meanwhile, the 

qualitative data were attained through semi-structured 

interviews to measure the effectiveness of the Edmodo 

application in writing class. The findings revealed that 88% of 

students prefer to learn writing skills using the Edmodo 

learning platform through collaborative tasks. The research 

findings illustrated that there was an improvement and 

students’ interest in writing by applying the Edmodo learning 

platform. Besides, students find Edmodo as a user-friendly 

media, and easy to use.  Edmodo has helped and developed 

their writing creativity and their cognitive skills and social 

interaction with peers are also positively developed. This 

confirmed that there were enough shreds of evidence of how 

Edmodo was said to be effective in fostering EFL learners' 

motivation in writing. 

 

 

Keywords: 

Edmodo, EFL 

Learners’ motivation, 

writing skill, 

collaborative writing  

 

 

 

Journal of English Teaching 
e-ISSN: 2622-4224 | p-ISSN: 2087-9628 

http://ejournal.uki.ac.id/index.php/jet 

 



 
 

Journal of English Teaching, 9(1), February 2023. 126-136, DOI: https://doi.org/10.33541/jet.v9i1.4604 
 
 

Prasatyo & Gustary: Investigating the Effectiveness of Edmodo on EFL Learners’ Motivation in Writing Class 
 

127 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The need for digital-based learning activities in second language learning has recently 

spread and fulfilled the student’s characteristics as digital natives that actively apply 

information and communication technology. Over decades the traditional teaching-based, 

classroom orientation, as well as teacher-centered lessons, have been left behind and they 

presumably do not meet the present generation of students' needs. Educators have utilized 

several digital platforms to accommodate and accelerate their teaching style. In respect of 

extending the practices of digital literacy and taking into consideration that motivation 

plays a significant role in second language learning. The spread of new media, as well as 

the Covid-19 outbreak, have resulted in a debatable issue concerning the effectiveness of 

digital platforms in evolving students' foreign language proficiency, particularly in the 

writing facet. Educators have sought a way to harness digital platform that is easily 

accessible to students. 

Writing is one of the most challenging areas for EFL students to grasp. According 

to Bell and Burnaby (as stated in Nunan, 1989), writing is a highly complicated cognitive 

activity in which the writer must display control of several factors at the same time. This 

situation forces the second language learners to carefully pay attention and create higher-

level abilities such as planning and organizing as well as lower-level skills which include 

content, mechanics, word choice, and punctuation. The statement aforementioned is in 

line with what Murcia, (2000) expressed that at the sentence level, writing skills include 

control of content, format, sentence structure, vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling. 

So far, the function of interest in writing has been investigated and regarded as the 

prime determinant for writing. According to Boscolo et al. (2007), interest has been seen 

as somewhat static since learners are trained to be interested or indifferent to a certain 

issue. He stated that interest in writing indicates "a student's approach to writing," and 

students are encouraged to find writing fascinating provided the training and classroom 

activities enable them to discover the attractive and difficult parts of the activity. As a 

result, Hidi and Boscolo (2006), defined interest as a psychological state that happens 

during interactions between individuals and their surroundings and is characterized by 

increased attention, focus, and affect. Briefly stated, situational interest is a potentially 

long-lasting emotional response that is often abruptly elicited by particular environmental 

stimuli. (Lipstein & Reningger , 2007). Individual interest, on the other hand, refers to a 

psychological state as well as a long-lasting tendency to pay attention to things and events 

and repeatedly engage with certain content through time (Krapp, 2000). 

The socio-constructivist approach to literacy instruction views writing as a means 

of conveying ideas that allow for reflection, comparison, and reasoning, as well as 

inspiring action. Hidi and Boscolo (2006). As a result, when writing is viewed as a social 

activity and students collaborate in pairs to compose a text, motivation is stimulated 

because this has been shown to have both emotional and cognitive advantages (Nolen, 

2007). 

Although the study concerned with the use of Edmodo is relatively new, recently, 

Researchers have shown a growing interest in studying its effects on EFL learners, with 

the majority highlighting its favorable effect on motivation and writing performance 
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(Duran, 2013; Purnawarman et al., 2016; Shams-Abadi et al., 2015). However, far too 

little attention has been paid to its effects on EFL learners' writing skills in recount text 

(Fauzi, A, 2015). 

Recent research conducted by Gustary, Prasatyo, & Sari. (2022) provide an 

intriguing new perspective on the issue of peer feedback in a blended learning context 

that enables learners to improve their writing skills and how they interpret online peer 

feedback on writing in a blended learning situation. The results show that students' 

perceptions of online peer feedback via Edmodo were likewise favorable in terms of 

utility, ease of use, and curiosity. The finding also discovered that the exercises in 

Edmodo saved them a lot of time since the blended learning model allows students to 

optimize the amount of time they have to write. Therefore, with a different viewpoint, 

this study examines, whether, in the best of circumstances, writing class-based- Edmodo 

can be effective in motivating students to build their writing abilities. Thus, this current 

study aims to explore and synthesize the effectiveness of Edmodo on students’ 

engagement in writing classes. After elaborating on the utilization of Edmodo, as a 

medium in writing activity, the study focuses on the investigation of the effectiveness of 

Edmodo on EFL learners' motivation in writing class. This present study will ideally 

educate EFL instructors on the efficacy of employing Edmodo in writing classes. 

 

Digital Tools in Language Learning 

Nowadays, there are several methods to use technology as a medium for language 

teaching and learning. According to Topping, et al, (2022), computer-supported 

collaborative learning or widely known as CSCL focuses on how the digital platform 

supports collaborative learning In the long run, this can improve peer interaction and 

group work, as well as facilitate the sharing of information and skills among community 

members (Lipponen, 2002). The participants are semester 5 students at the university 

level.  These 10 students in writing class utilize an Internet-enabled application called 

Edmodo to encourage both social and collaborative learning at a distance from one 

another and from their lecturer.  In respect of writing skills in the digital era, many 

educators apply social platforms to improve their teaching quality. In this way, at the same 

time, students also attain benefits from learning through the advanced tool. This will not 

only sharpen their writing skill but also facilitates students' personal experience and 

creativity. Purcell et al. (2013) found that digital technologies shape students' writing in 

a variety of ways and have also become useful instruments for teaching writing to both 

intermediate and upper-intermediate-level high school students. 

 

Edmodo 

Edmodo becomes one of the most recent technologies and new educational social 

networks which attracts the researchers' attention and is adopted and utilized among them 

around the globe, especially in language classroom based.  This web-based application is 

a safe social platform that was specifically created for educational purposes. Nowadays, 

there has an increasing amount of literature on harnessing Edmodo as a learning 

management system. According to Witherspoon (2011), Edmodo might be viewed as a 

Learning Management System (LMS) that enables teachers to properly set up and 
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administer their online classes. Mills & Chandra, (2011) proposed that incorporating Web 

2.0 technology into education improves student motivation and social networking and 

allows for a more driven and learner-centered language classroom. It means that Edmodo 

as a social network and digital platform for learning promotes a positive classroom culture 

by allowing students to interact closely with one another. (Mills & Chandra, 2011). 

Therefore, students’ connections on Edmodo can be regarded as the implementation of 

the notion of a Community of Practices known by CP. In addition, Wenger (2015), 

proposed CPs as "groups of people who share a concern or a love for something they 

enjoy doing and learn how to do it better as they engage regularly,” Edmodo becomes one 

of the top social learning networks dedicated to "connecting learners with the people and 

resources they need to attain their best potential" (ibid, n.p.).  

In a foreign language classroom context, the study on Edmodo integration has 

widely been concerned with the investigation of the learner’s belief and perspective 

towards this learning experience. The study of the implication of Edmodo was carried out 

by Al-Kathiri (2015). He found that secondary school students who participated in daily 

interactions on Edmodo for six weeks had a considerably positive opinion of studying 

English as a foreign language. The study conducted by Agustiani, Ningsih & Muris 

(2021) also described that the students found Edmodo as a good and interesting medium 

that can increase their motivation to learn. This finding can be seen through the greater 

student participation and motivation that generate higher learning outcomes. The students 

admitted that Edmodo as a learning platform is user-friendly, realistic, time-saving, 

enjoyable, and inspiring. 

While Alshawi and Alhomoud (2016) differently investigated how Edmodo use in 

EFL learning could considerably influence students' involvement in learning, motivation 

to learn English, and communication between teachers and students. 255 university 

students took part in their research. A questionnaire was employed to collect data. The 

results showed that utilizing Edmodo considerably enhanced participants' enthusiasm to 

learn a language and significantly increased teacher-student contact. Furthermore, it is 

found that students are fond of Edmodo quizzes and assignments. 

A recent study of the use of Edmodo has also been conducted by Nami (2022). Her 

study utilized a quasi-experimental between-subjects (control versus experimental group) 

design for additional language practice in a semi-technical English course in an EFL 

context. The result of her research showed that Edmodo is a “suitable space for 

supplementing classroom instruction and practice as well as providing opportunities for 

collaborative, peer-to-peer problem-oriented learning through the creation of a supportive 

authentic learning environment beyond the temporal limitations of physical classrooms”. 

      

METHOD 

Considering the positive results of previous research that is to what extent EFL learners 

perceive online peer feedback on writing in the blended learning context.  This study 

employed a mixed method approach to provide a more comprehensive understanding of 

research problems (Fraenkel, Wallen & Hyun, 2011) namely to determine the extent to 

which the effectiveness of Edmodo can increase students’ engagement in writing through 

a collaborative writing task. This study is also classified as a case study since it was 
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performed to investigate a specific educational phenomenon (Fraenkel et al., 2011; 

Nunan, 1992). 

 

Participant 

The subjects of this study were ten English Literature Department students who are 

enrolled in the 'Composition II' course. They are separated into three groups, and one of 

them is chosen randomly that represents proficiency levels of low, intermediate, and 

advanced. 

 

Instrument 

This source's primary tools will be observation and interviews. It allows the researchers 

to acquire a deeper insight and more information on the usage of Edmodo in the online 

classroom. Specifically, both quantitative and qualitative data were collected 

sequentially. This led to the selection of a sequential explanatory design, in which the 

gathering and analysis of quantitative data were conducted and followed by the collection 

and analysis of qualitative data. (Creswell, 2009). The instruments used were document 

analysis, semi-structured interviews, and questionnaires. 

In a sequential explanatory design, the researchers first conduct a quantitative study 

using surveys to determine the efficiency of Edmodo. The quantitative findings were then 

followed up and modified using a qualitative technique (Fraenkel, Wallen & Hyun, 2011; 

Creswell, 2003). The qualitative data were acquired through interviews to supplement the 

quantitative data on student participation in Edmodo. 

 

Data Analysis Technique 

The data are gathered via a questionnaire and an interview which included statements and 

questions designed to elicit the effectiveness of Edmodo Use in writing learning. 

Meanwhile, interviewing students will also support the questionnaire. Purposive sampling 

is a technique widely used in qualitative research for the identification and selection of 

information-rich cases for the most effective use of limited resources. (Paton, 2002). In 

this way, the researcher will easily in implementing an interview session with students 

since the respondents have been identified and selected based on the criteria of the 

respondent. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

To determine the extent to which the effectiveness of Edmodo can increase students’ 

interest in writing through collaborative writing tasks, a semi-structured interview and a 

questionnaire with a 5-point Likert scale asking the effectiveness of Edmodo were 

distributed to the students at the end of the sessions. 

Based on the questionnaire, all of the students are a novice in using Edmodo (100%). 

They were used to write paragraphs or essays traditionally- they use handwriting to do 

assignments in writing class. Therefore, before the students start to use Edmodo, it is 

important to make them familiar with Edmodo and its features in this application. 

Moreover, they rarely do collaborative writing or peer feedback activity to assess their 

writing. Thus, they are interested in using Edmodo in writing class (50% strongly agree; 
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30% agree; 20% somewhat agree). This finding was further supported by the answers 

elicited from interview questions where all of the students claimed that the use of Edmodo 

is effective in writing class. The same result has been claimed by Purnawarman (2016); 

Pardede (2015); Miftah (2018); Gustary, Prasatyo & Sari (2022). Moreover, the students 

said that Edmodo is relatively easy to use. It is a friendly platform for them to conduct 

writing assignments (40% strongly agree). It is in line with research conducted by Pardede 

(2017) who stated that Edmodo makes it the students easy to submit their digital content 

assignments. 

 

Table 1. The Effectiveness of Edmodo 

 

No Statement 
Percentage 

SA A N D SD 

1.  Using Edmodo is my new 

experience in writing class. 
100%     

2.  I am interested to use Edmodo 

in the writing class 
50% 30% 20%   

3.  I find it difficult to use Edmodo 

in writing class. 
10% 10% 20% 30% 30% 

4.  Edmodo makes me easy to do 

the assignments  
40% 30% 20% 10%  

5.  Edmodo encourages 

collaborative learning 
40% 40% 20%   

6.  Edmodo encourages me to learn 

independently  
50% 30% 20%   

7.  In writing class, I feel more 

enjoy to contribute in learning 

activities by using Edmodo.  

60% 30% 10%   

8.  Edmodo motivates me to 

develop my writing  
40% 40% 20%   

 

Students are also motivated to write by the use of Edmodo. The result of the 

questionnaires showed that 80% of the students are motivated to write. This result builds 

on what has been discovered by Al-Ruheili & Al-Said (2015) related to the advantages of 

using Edmodo. It was found that most of the students felt that Edmodo can motivate them 

to learn. Moreover, it was affirmed from the interview that Edmodo can motivate them to 

develop their writing as shown in the following excerpts.  

 

I think writing through Edmodo is better than using handwriting to write on paper (S2) 

 

Yes, I am motivated because students can be more creative in writing (S3) 

 

Off course, I feel motivated because there is a scoring system to increase my motivation 

to learn writing (S4) 
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I am motivated to develop the idea for writing essays (S7) 

 

They said that they are more creative in writing; they are motivated to develop the 

content; the scoring system in Edmodo motivates them to keep writing. This finding 

supports the previous study conducted by Gustary, Prasatyo & Sari (2022) who state that 

the use of Edmodo as a learning tool for blended learning showed high satisfaction (60% 

very satisfied, 40% and somewhat satisfied). The students claimed that the use of Edmodo 

motivates them to develop their writing. 

Based on the questionnaires, students felt that the use of Edmodo help them to 

develop collaborative learning (40% strongly agree; 40% agree; 20% somewhat agree). 

Nami (2022) claimed that the use of Edmodo may offer numerous chances to conduct 

virtual learning and collaboration for students and teachers. This collaboration also 

happened in this study since peer feedback is involved in collaborative learning activities 

in this study. This finding also justified Siahaan (2020) found that Edmodo can help 

students to increase their vocabulary and it helps the students to interact and communicate 

with peers. Edmodo offers the feature of collaborative activity through the use of a small 

group. This small group can facilitate the students to be more engaged and motivated to 

conduct peer feedback. It is in line with Nolen (2007) who states that when writing 

activity is regarded as a social activity and students work in pairs to write a text, the 

motivation is then triggered since this has been demonstrated to have both emotional and 

cognitive benefits.  

Students’ interest in writing implies "a student's orientation to writing," and students 

are expected to find writing interesting if the instruction and classroom activities allow 

them to explore the appealing and challenging aspects of the activity (Boscolo, et al, 

2007). This theory affirmed the finding of this study that the students found the process 

of writing becomes interesting due to the use of Edmodo. Based on the questionnaires, 60 

% of students strongly agree and 30% agree that they enjoyed the process of writing 

through Edmodo. This fact is also supported by the result of the interview that the process 

of writing become easier since the assignments posted in Edmodo through collaborative 

task makes them enjoy assessing peer writing. These findings have also been claimed by 

Gustary, Prasatyo & Sari (2022) that in terms of easiness, Edmodo is user-friendly to be 

used by L2 students in writing classes. 

Besides those findings, some benefits that support the effectiveness of Edmodo 

were found (Siahaan, 2020; Martha, 2018; and Purnawarman, 2016).  Based on the 

interview, students argue the benefits of using Edmodo such as, first, Edmodo is effective 

to develop students’ writing. Edmodo motivates them to develop their writing (40% 

strongly agree, 40% agree). In the interview, they admitted that they can compose, edit or 

generate ideas easily. This finding affirmed what has been conducted by Fauzi (2017) that 

Edmodo offers numerous ways to generate ideas, compose, revise, and edit, from a single 

word to a lengthy essay.  

Second, they can know their weaknesses in writing. One of the interviewees (S7) 

admitted “ Edmodo helps me to see the errors in my writing and revise it soon.” This 

support the finding of Nami (2022) who explained, “Students were notified not only when 

a new exercise set was uploaded but also whenever an individual posted a comment, 
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question, feedback, or answer on the shared exercises. As a result, students might have 

frequently returned to read and reflect on the explanations shared or respond to instructor 

or peer’s comments”. 

Third, Edmodo is efficient, effective, and easy to use for a writing class. Moreover, 

Edmodo makes it easier to collect and post assignments (Purnawarman, 2016; Siahaan, 

2020; Nami, 2022). Most of the students (40% strongly agree, 30%  agree) that Edmodo 

offers easiness for students to do the assignment. It is also supported by the interview as 

follows.   

 

Yes, I feel enjoyed because writing becomes simple and easier (S1) 

 

Edmodo is very effective because Edmodo has a lot of advantages, for example in 

submitting the assignment (S7) 

 

It is an effective tool and efficient to write (S4) 

 

Edmodo is very helpful in uploading assignments (S6)   

 

The other benefit of using Edmodo is that students’ writing skill is developed; Based 

on the interview, they said that Edmodo makes them more diligent and more creative to 

write.  

 

…I am motivated to write because by using Edmodo, I become more creative in 

writing (S3) 

 

I am more diligent to write and to check the revision from my friends (S5) 

 

In this study, the students work in small groups. Edmodo has a feature to make the 

small group so it enables the students to focus on their quality of work (Purnawarman, 

2016). Moreover, Reading (2008) as cited by Purnawarman (2016) explained that 

cognitive engagement can be seen also when they are excited to revise when their peers 

or teacher give feedback on their work through Edmodo.  

Despite the benefits, students also found some challenges in using Edmodo in 

writing class. The data from questionnaires showed that some students (10% strongly 

agree, 10% agree) find difficulties to use Edmodo in writing class. This finding is also 

admitted by the students in the interview sessions, as shown by the following excerpts. 

 

Sometimes, I have to send my assignment. But it didn’t save my work. So, I can’t send it 

(S2) 

 

At the first time, I was still confused about how to submit my assignment or give comments 

for my peer task (S9) 

 

Sometimes, it’s hard to send the file through the application (S3) 
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It is sometimes hard to be accessed (S5) 

 

The features in mobile phones and computers are different (S4) 

 

According to the excerpts, those limitations have been identified by Purnawarman 

et al. (2016) that bandwidth, confusion in using Edmodo, and incompatibility of 

smartphone applications are the main problems coming up during the study conducted. 

The finding was also affirmed by Pardede (2015) who revealed that poor internet 

connection may be one of the disadvantages of using Edmodo. Even, in research 

conducted by Al-Ruheili & Al-Said (2015), the low-speed internet and connection 

problems are claimed as one of the major challenges of using Edmodo among students at 

CAS-Sohar. 
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